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import bio-remediation technology

Staff Reporter .

ISLAMABAD. The SAARU
member countries have shown
interest to import Bio-remedi-
ation technology from Pakistan
to utilize the sawerage water

[ of their respective countries
| for irrigation purposes and
cope with the future water
scareity challenges. 4

Delegates from SAARC
member countries including
Afghanistan, Maldives, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, Bhutan® and
Bangladesh auended a detailed
briefing at the National Agri-
culture Research  Center
(NARG) on “Pzkisian Bio-re-
mediation ‘Model, Prospccts
iand - Replication in SAARG
Countrics:”

Pakistan has already devet-
oped bio-remediation model
for wastewater treatment for
irrigation at-NARC, the agri-
culttiral research center which
is now bemng largeted to estab-
fish housing society at its
place as proposed by the Capi-
tal Development Authority
{CDA).

The delegates included Di-

rector Infonmation. MolAE,
Afghanistan,  Gh. Rabbam
Hagigatpal, Memher Director,
l't'sht,rlu. BARC, Bungladesh,
Dr, MU Kabir fkrumul Hagae,
I’rnbram Directar, 1CS. Min-
istry of Agriculture Bhutan,
Deputy Mipister Eisheries and
Agricdlture, Maldives, Mo-
hamed'Shareck, Chief Commu-
nication, Ministry of Agricul-
ture Nepat. 1P Rijal, Director,
HORDI, Sri Lanka, Dr: Memal
J-uuscka_, Director  SAC,
Dhaka, SM Bokihiar and Sen-
ior Program Specinlist (NRM),
SAC Dhaka, Dr. Tayan Raj Gu-
rung.

Prior to the briefing, the
delegates visited the bio-reme-

diation cite in the center, -

where Dircctor Bio-Remedia-
tion Institite, Dr. Yousul Riaz
gave them detailed presenta-
tion on this lcchnulngy

The NARC scientists huve
replicated the bio-remedingion
technology in other parts of
the country including the Cap-
ital, Istamabad, where a proj-
ect has been set up at Rose and

Jasmine Gorden 1o punify the

wasler sewerige willer.
Chuiring the meeting ol the

delegates, Chairmun Pakistan

“Agricultural Research Council.

Dr.{ftikhur Ahmad said that the
SAARC countries have greal
potential to cooperate with
cach other for the development
of agriculture scctor

He said thal Pakistan was
ready 1o share research and
technology with the member
coumtries 1o help them develop
their agriculture on modern
lines and also expressed the
hope thatiall the mamber coun-
tries would reciprocste with
same spirit and help Pakistan
develop the seclor.

He said that the bic-remedi-
ation technology introduced by
Pakistan can be uwnilized by
severul member . countries

. where there is scarcuity of

waler.

Director (eneral NARC,
Dr. Muhammnd Azeem Khan
said that the SAARC countries
can take advantage of the bio-
remediation model of Pakisun

and help themselves cope with
the water challenges

I'arlier, the SAARC dele-
gates hightighted Lhe tmpor-
tance of enkancing cooperation
w the sericulture sector 1o
overcome the poverty chal-
lenges of the region.

They were of the view that
the bio-remedintion technal-
ogy would help several water-
searce SAARC countries, as
cited by the representative of
Maldives whoe informed the
participants that hio-remedin-
tion could he usefu] for them
as they have to be dependent
on sca-waler.

The delegates were of the
vicw that huge amount of
water was wasiced annually due
1o non-aviilubility of proper
treatment facility, however,
with the help of bin-remedia-
tton this wastage could be
slopped.

The delegates, Inter high-
lighted the imperiance larger
cooperatien to work logether
for common prosperity of the
region.



