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PARSA urges government t0 relect

Wednesday, August 5, 2015

Staff Report
ISLAMABAD: The
Pakistan Agriculture

Research Council Scientist
Association (PARSA) on
Tuesday urged the govern-
ment to reject Capital
Development Authority's
(CDA) proposal for con-
verting National Agriculture
Research Centre (NARC)
land into a housing society.

“Keeping in view the
importance of NARC for
research and agriculture
development, the govern-
ment must immediately
reject the Capital
Development Authority
summary , they said while
attending a meeting at the
headquarters of Pakistan
agricultural Research

Council (PARC).

Scientists and academi-
cians have wamed of food
insecurity, hunger and star-
vation, if the re:scarch land
of National Agricultural
Research Center (NARCQC)
was converted into a hous-
ing society as proposed by
Capital Development
Authmty (CDA).

The Standing
Committee on Cabinet is
scheduled to meet on
Thursday, August 6, to dis-
cuss the Capital
Development  Authority
proposal which already has
stirred severe reaction from
all the segments of society
including scientists, parlia-
mentarians, educationists,
businessmen, farmer associ-
ations and civil society.

PARC Chairman Dr
Iftikhar Ahmad chaired the

meeting. Prominent

the participants include
former chairman of the
council and Rector National
University of Computer and
Emerging Sciences
(NUCES) Dr Amir
Muhammad, PARC former
chairman Dr Muhammad
Afzal, Dr Wagar Malik,
Haleemul-Hasnain, Kausar
Abdullah, PARC Scientists
Association (PARSA)
President Dr Altaf Sher,
General Secr Azizullah
Shah and PARC Public
Relations Director Sardar
Ghulam Mustafa.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, former chairman
PARC and NUREC Rector
Dr Amir Muhammad said
that country's survival was
linked with agriculture sec-
tor and this sector could not

.Save the a

progress without research

and development.
He said that establish-
ment of a ing society

on the research land tanta-
mount to destruction of
whole agriculture sector

that this ill-thought
decision would lead to star-
vation and hunger.

He urged the parliamén-
tarians to play their role and
griculture sector
from becoming the victim of
land mafia. NARC was the
symbol of federation so it

ould remain at the exist-
ing place, he highlighted.

r Muhammad Afzal
said that converting the land
into a housing society
would be a foolish decision,
as it would deprive the
country of food. He was of
the view that despite having

strong provincial research
set ups, there are strong fed-
eral research centres in
other countries mcludm;

USA and India.

Dr Iftikhar Ahmad
while king on the occa-
:iiqi that the justificas

ons

opment Alnority for
shifting NARC from the
current location have no
sound grounds and even the
master plan of the capital
city is against such moves.

Other participants of the
meeting also  strongly
opposed  the Capital
Development  Authority
proposal and said that it was
up to government now
whether to lead the country
towards food security or
build housing societies
amid starvation,
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